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ABOUT
 ( ) is the semiannual online publication of the Pennsylvania State 

Modern Language Association. It features articles on teaching strategies, lesson plans, project ideas, and 
research by and for world language teachers in Pennsylvania.  

PSMLA Members will receive an invitation to view the journal online through the publications section of 
our website. A digital archive of previous issues is also available online. Visit https://psmla.org/pennsylvania-
language-forum to access  online.  

SUBMISSIONS 
Article submissions are accepted on a rolling basis but must be received by February 15 to be 

considered for publication in the Spring issue of  or by August 15 for the Fall issue.  

Contributors have the option of submitting their article for peer review. To learn more about that 
process, please see back pages for further details. All other submissions should follow the guidelines outlined 
below.  

Submission Guidelines 

PSMLA members may submit titled articles related to teaching and language education.
All submissions must be written in English, though examples of lessons or student work may be in the
target language.
All articles must be submitted as a Microsoft Word document or a Google Doc, formatted using Times
New Roman 12-point font and be double-spaced. PDF article submissions will not be considered for
publication.
Scanned documents and photographs that accompany the article submission must be clearly identified
and labeled. They must be submitted as a JPG or PNG.
All documents of the submission must include the following information:

o Name(s) of author(s)
o Affiliation(s)
o Language(s) taught
o Intended levels, when relevant
o Release Form(s) for any photographs (available at online)

Submissions must be submitted online using the submission link on the PSMLA website. 

All authors and any co-authors must be current PSMLA members or a member of a NECTFL reciprocal 
state organization at the time of publication. PSMLA members whose work is chosen for publication will be 
notified via email. All formatting and final edits are at the discretion of the editors.   

Contact PLF 
PSMLA and the  invite vendors and organizations to submit 

advertisements that share our mission. Vendors wishing to advertise should consult the Ads & Exhibits page on 
the PSMLA website (www.psmla.org). All other questions may be directed to Christina Huhn or Nathan 
Campbell, Co-Editors of , at PALanguageForum@psmla.org. 
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Editors’ Corner

Nathan Campbell & 
Christina Huhn
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President´s Corner

Michael Bogdan

PSMLA
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Attendees gather during the 2025 PSMLA Fall Conference in Bethlehem, Pa.
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you

Courtney Bonino

World of Learning Institute, IU08 

“What are they going to tell me? No?” This was 

the question former Huntingdon Area School 

District (HASD) student, Ali Hemcher, asked 

herself as she approached her school 

Huntingdon Area High School (HAHS), in 2019, 

taught by a teacher in her school building was 

like any other school district in rural 

HAHS did offer three other language classes 

“What are they going to tell me, no?”: 

Learning

Spring 2026 p. 10



Japanese, German, and French, but Ali still 

and Arabic on her own, without a teacher, she 

struggled to progress much farther than the 

her from learning a language in which she was 

  

When the time came for her annual course 

  

At the bottom of the HAHS course selection 

guide there was a footnote that indicated if 

students were interested in other languages, 

only student to notice this small note and take 

almost every other classmate, Ali asked her 

counselor if she could take an Arabic class 

partnering for a number of years to provide live, 

synchronous world language classes as a 

solution to teacher shortages and budget 

  

surprised - 

program and find out what other languages 

  

-

able to offer Arabic to HAHS students through 

  

committed to helping students find courses that 

mean something to them and could help them 

gather student input yearly to hear what courses 

they want and if they mention something we 

Ali Hemcher, graduated from Huntingdon Area Senior High 
School in 2022 and is currently a student at Georgetown 

University. She will graduate from Georgetown in May 2026 
with a Bachelors in International Politics and a Master of 

Arts in Security Studies in May 2027.
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And even without a teacher in the classroom, 

  

similar to my in-person classes besides the fact 

- the teachers 

allowed me to practice all of the four core skills 

listening, the teachers tried to speak in Arabic 

of two classes, one my junior year and the other 

my senior year, of doing Natakallam which is a 

program where Arab refugees are brought into 

classes to tell their story and help students 

 

Huntingdon, the offerings were limited and 

there were 5-

 students love 

one of the first HAHS students that took more 

We currently have 3 students in ASL who have 

Ali is now studying Arabic at Georgetown 

language coming into Georgetown, the sheer 

speed of the introductory class probably would 

 

had the confidence to stay enrolled in the class 

which eventually led to me completing my 

required foreign language proficiency in Arabic 

 

2027, she will graduate with her Masters of Arts 

 

A simple request, a virtual partnership, and 

What if your students asked the same question 

that Ali asked? Would you say no?
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Representing the Pennsylvania State Modern 
Language Association: 
Nathan Campbell: ACTFL 
Teacher of the Year 
In November of 2025, we had a seat in the front of the house 
as we watched them name our own PSMLA and NECTFL 
Teacher of the year as ACTFL’s teacher of the year:  Nathan 
Campbell!  

From the ACTFL Press release

“Nathan Campbell teaches Advanced Placement Spanish at Manheim Central High School in 
Manheim, PA. He is the 2025 Northeast Conference (NECTFL) Teacher of the Year, and the 2024 
Pennsylvania State Modern Languages Association (PMSLA) Teacher of the Year. In addition to 
teaching, Nathan is the World Languages Department Lead Facilitator; Spanish Club Advisor; 
Capítulo de la Sabiduría and Sociedad Honoraria Hispánica Co-Advisor; and World Cultures Day 
Event Organizer.” ( .org)

Sr. Campbell, as his students call him, represents everything that a 
strong Spanish teacher should:  a focus on not just language, but 
belonging, culture, and a celebration of diversity and connections.
His students engage with the local community through projects 
and assignments that take them far beyond a textbook or 
classwork.

During his reign as Teacher of the Year, Nathan will serve as a 

regional conferences (NECTFL SCOLT, SWCOLT, PNCFL, and CSCTFL), alongside collaborating with JNCL-
NCLIS in Washington, DC. Each ACTFL TOY develops a platform to promote throughout their year.  His
platform is the dire teacher shortage we face here in 
Pennsylvania and to advocate for more language programs 
overall. At a time when the need for language skills is in high 
demand – and yet we have the fewest world language 
teachers in our state that we have ever had, having one of 
our veteran teachers representing our profession – and our 
state – is a powerful opportunity.  

As he travels to the various regional conferences 
throughout the year, he will present sessions at each and 
will serve as a keynote speaker for some, primarily speaking 

“His patient guidance, dedication to his 
students, and his energetic spirit make him 
somebody that lifts people up and inspires 
them to do better. Above all, having had the 
experience of seeing him as my teacher and 
father has shown me that it is possible to be 
passionate and devoted to both one’s family 
and career — something that I aspire to do 
one day.”                  ~Lucas C.

Campbell addresses the ACTFL crowd

A shocked Campbell is announced the winner
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on community engagement and language advocacy. Read more about Nate’s experiences in our fall issue!

Read more about the impact Nate will have as the ACTFL TOY:

https://townlively.com/from-classroom-to-national-stage/

ACTFL Hall of Fame:  - -awards/teacher-of-the-year-
program/hall-of-fame-2026

https://www.yahoo.com/news/articles/local-teacher-awarded-national-language-145747025.html

Nathan poses with 2023 ACTFL TOY, William Lee (right) and 2024 ACTFL TOY Kei Tsukamaki (left)
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Pennsylvania Language 
Educators Advocate in 
Washington, D.C. at the 

annual JNCL-NCLIS 
Language Advocacy Days: 
R
ACTFL National Language 

, From Every State, For 
Every Student
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Our Pennsylvania delegation poses with Senator 
McCormick outside his office.

Lucas and Nathan Campbell (center) pose with 
Kirsten Baeler Larry, Nathan, & Lucas pose in the Hall of 

Flags at the Department of State.
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2025 PSMLA Frank Mulhern 
Leadership Award: 

Isabel Espino de Valdivia 
PSMLA proudly honors Isabel Espino de Valdivia as the recipient of 
the Frank Mulhern Leadership Award, an honor that recognizes 
exemplary leadership, sustained service, and significant impact on 

world language education at the state, regional, and national levels. This award is presented to 
individuals who not only demonstrate outstanding leadership within the profession but also 
contribute meaningfully to the work of PSMLA and advance the field through service, scholarship, 
and innovation. 

A dedicated PSMLA member for more than 25 years, Isabel exemplifies the spirit and criteria of 
this award through her longstanding commitment and active engagement. She has served on the 
Executive Council, chaired both the Nominations and Elections Committee and the Membership 
Committee, and co-chaired the 2018 PSMLA Fall Conference in Pittsburgh. Her sustained 
involvement reflects the award’s expectation that recipients maintain active and impactful 
participation in the organization over time. 

Isabel’s professional contributions extend well beyond the state level, aligning with the award’s 
emphasis on regional and national impact. A native of Trujillo, Peru, she brings 28 years of 
international teaching experience across Peru, Japan, and the United States. She holds a 
doctorate from Kobe University in Japan and is a National Board Certified teacher. Her career 
spans middle school, high school, and college instruction, and she has played a key role in 
curriculum and assessment development for Japanese and Spanish programs in Pittsburgh Public 
Schools—work that reflects the kind of leadership and program development the award seeks to 
recognize. 

A multilingual educator fluent in Spanish, Japanese, and Portuguese, Isabel currently teaches 
Japanese and Spanish at Allderdice High School. She has secured numerous grants to support her 
programs and has presented frequently at local, state, and national conferences, contributing to 
professional dialogue and growth in the field. Through her service on professional boards, her 
conference presentations, and her leadership in curriculum development, she embodies the 
broad-based contributions and professional excellence that define the Frank Mulhern Leadership 
Award. 

In every aspect of her career, Isabel Espino de Valdivia meets and exceeds the criteria for this 
distinction, representing the very best of leadership, dedication, and impact in world language 
education.  
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A conversation with 2025 
PSMLA Teacher Of the Year
& NECTFL 2026 Teacher of 
the Year Charlene Bigelow

Educators across Pennsylvania and the United States have been facing some major challenges in recent years, and world 
language educators have not been exempted. Many districts and universities continue to tackle how to manage reduced 
funding, budget cuts, and program elimination. PLF Co-editor, Nathan Campbell, caught up with French teacher Charlene 
Bigelow, our 2025 PSMLA Teacher of the Year, and recently named 2026 NECTFL Teacher of the Year to get her insights on the 
trends that she is seeing in world language education and how she sees the future of the important work that we do.

Nathan: Before we begin, congratulations on your awards –Félicitations!  You have had one amazing 
year! First, the 2025 PSMLA Teacher of the Year, now you have been named the 2026 NECTFL 
Teacher of the Year
Language Teacher of the Year! I personally know how much work you have invested in your students 
and classroom to make it to this level. 
head to Texas this fall. Now that you have a platform, we´d like to know how you view and take on 
the many challenges that teachers face. It is unfortunately well established that there are a lot of 
challenges facing educators today. What do you see as the most pressing opportunities or 
challenges facing World Language education today? 

Charlene: First, thank you for this interview and for your support. This has been such an incredible 
experience so far. And yes, there a number of challenges but I think that our biggest challenges also 
happen to be our biggest opportunities. While the numbers of world language teachers and teacher 
training programs in Pennsylvania have decreased, the need for them has not. In fact, the need for 
multilingual worker
not have considered; those future workers need access to language instruction. That’s where I believe 
our opportunities lie; if we want more investment in world language education, we need to be able to 
show that there will be a return on that investment! We can connect our languages to various career 
opportunities for students, whether they pursue post-secondary education or go straight to the 
workplace.

Nathan: That is a great point! Our advocacy needs to showcase how language education adds value. 
As we consider our classrooms, we know that multilingualism is a superpower. In what ways does 
multilingualism empower students—academically, socially, and beyond the classroom? 

Charlene: Multilingualism is a true superpower! Studies show that multilingualism enhances 
cognitive skills–bilingual brains actually have denser gray matter. For our students, that means better 
executive functioning, attention spans, and memory. That, of course, leads to higher academic 

Nathan Campbell, PLF Co-editor, (left) and Charlene
Bigelow 2025 PSMLA Teacher of the Year (right) 
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achievement! Learning another language makes students
language, improving their performance on reading and writing assessments. The cultural competency 

gives them the ability to interact with others around the world socially and professionally–these soft 

language will open so many doors. And at the other end of the spectrum, multilingual people have 
less cognitive decline and better memory as they age. So, we are empowering our students for life!

Nathan: Absolutely true. And thank goodness for that improved cognition! You have already 
mentioned the need for more language educators, which is something that we at PSMLA continue to 
help our members advocate for. What does 
Languages today? 

Charlene: I think it begins in the classroom—sharing our personal language journeys with our 
students and
available to them. Then we need to share the wonderful things happening in our classes with our 
administrators, school boards, and communities. Schools and school districts are always looking for 
positive examples of the work their teachers and students are doing and sharing them with their 
respective communities. Advocacy also needs to involve reaching out to and partnering with leaders 

–business, 
healthcare, agriculture, etc. Of course, we need to make our voices heard by local, state, and federal 
government leaders–but the reality is that, frankly, money talks. If we get employers to join us in 

professional advocacy is being part of organizations like PSMLA, NECTFL, and ACTFL, and 
–there is strength in numbers! They also provide resources to 

help us in our locally based
membership, we also get a valuable partnership.

Nathan: Viewing advocacy as a partnership is a powerful way 
for our members to not feel that they are alone, great point!
We took time to talk about challenges, and we know that
education can be a challenging career, as a language 
educator and as a leader, what is one thing that continues 
to energize you?

Charlene: Hands down, I would have to say professional 
learning! I absolutely love going to conferences (like PSMLA 
in November 2026!), listening to podcasts, and reading blogs. 
Even though I have been in this profession for 3 decades, 

es and resources to help level up 
my teaching practice. I make professional learning time a 
regular part of my weekly schedule and try to incorporate at 
least one new idea into my lesson plans each week. We have 
such amazing colleagues across the state, region, and country 
who are incredibly generous with their creativity, and I’m 
grateful that they are willing to share! Charlene receives her 2026 NECTFL Award in NYC. 
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Nathan: Lifelong learning – I love that response! Not only to we improve our practice by continuing 
practice, but we demonstrate to our own students that learning never ends!

Finally, wh
community? 

Charlene: First of all, I’d like to say how proud and grateful I am to be part of this community! We 
have some of the most creative and dedicated educators in the state, in any content area. Being a 
PSMLA member has given me the opportunity to learn from my world language colleagues, and that 
has made me a better teacher and world language advocate. I know that many of us face challenging 

within our own schools. But there are so many fellow WL educators across the state who are in the 
same boat. Making connections with them reminds us that we are not alone and gives us the 
opportunity to share ideas and team up to build a future for our profession together.

Nathan: Thank you for that reminder, Charlene! And thank you again for taking the time to sit down 
with us for this interview. We wish you all the best of luck as you head to Texas this fall. We know that 
everyone at PSMLA will be cheering you on!

Charlene was one of several award recipients to be honored at the 2025 PSMLA Fall Conference. Learn 
more about PSMLA Teacher and Student Awards programs on the awards section of the PSMLA website.
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Celebrating Culture: International Culture Fest
Christine Yardley

Souderton Area High School

Born from a vision of two teachers and shaped 

by the passion of the students, Souderton Area 

High School held its first International Culture 

Fest in November 2025. The festival was a 

a learning opportunity for over 300 students. 

The International Culture Fest had two parts: 

short presentations by a panel of students who 

have lived in other countries and an interactive 

exposition showcasing 20 different countries 

and cultures. The event took place during the 

first 84-minute block of the school day, and the 

program repeated during the second block. The 

International Culture Fest offered a unique 

opportunity for the students to proudly share 

their culture and teach their peers. This article 

discusses its genesis, development, and its 

outsized impact on the school community.

Business teacher Amanda Davoli and language 

teacher Christine Yardley developed a strong 

partnership to bring the International Culture 

Fest to life. Currently, Christine teaches three 

Spanish classes as well as three Global Studies 

courses in the Social Studies department. She 

has been the World Languages Coordinator 

since August 2024 and also teaches French 

when needed. This year Amanda teaches 

Personal Finance, Business Leadership, Career

Exploration, and Essentials of Marketing in the 

Business department. 

Both share a passion for learning about the 

world and sharing that passion with their

students. In addition to incorporating global 

citizenship lessons into language and 

global studies classes, she has organized field 

trips to the United Nations and the Chinese 
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Consulate in New York and has run an 

International Careers camp for the past four 

years as part of the

program. Amanda serves as the advisor to the 

Asian Cultures Club as well as FBLA advisor and 

assistant coach for field hockey.   

Over the last two years, each has organized a 

small international event outside of the school 

day. When they realized their shared goals, they 

teamed up to create an event during the school 

day that had a big impact. Amanda explained, 

"Christine and I wanted to create a student-led 

event where students could take pride in 

showcasing their unique heritages. Souderton is 

a surprisingly diverse place, and we share the 

belief that experiencing different cultures 

through food, art, music, storytelling, travel, 

language, etc. is powerful and sometimes life 

changing."  

The idea for presentations by students who have 

book 

. The 

global competence is not learning the 

world, rather it is learning and the 

world, and the book is a great resource for world 

language teachers to find ways to help students 

learn with and from the world. One chapter 

discusses international student panels and how 

there is much to learn from the students in 

schools. 

Amanda and Christine met with two of the

ESL teachers to identify students who 

had the English skills and the confidence to 

speak in front of more than 150 people at a time. 

In the end, five students volunteered to speak. 

They represented Nicaragua, Guatemala, Haiti, 

Egypt and South Korea. The students worked 

with an assigned teacher to develop their slides, 

and they rehearsed after school before the 

event. All the students displayed pride as they 

spoke about the country that they love. 

Following the presentations, the students 

received an outpouring of positive recognition 

from peers and faculty. Afterwards, one of the 

student presenters shared that she felt like a 

“…global competence is not 

learning about the world, rather it 

is learning with and from the 

world.”
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superstar and that after presenting she felt that 

she could do anything.  

The exposition part of the event was held in the 

library and was modeled after similar events in 

two high schools where Amanda used to teach 

as well as a nearby community international 

festival held each spring on a Saturday. “It was 

very important to us to have the event during 

the school day because we wanted to reach the 

students who would not choose to attend an 

international festival outside of school hours,” 

said Yardley. Interested students volunteered to 

create a table about a country/culture that 

included a trifold with pictures and facts as well 

as artifacts from the country such as clothing, 

money, flags and household items. Most 

students had a personal connection to the 

country they presented, but that was not a 

requirement. Cultural hosts also had to prepare 

an interactive activity for the students in 

attendance. Most tables had food for attendees 

to sample, and many had other activities like 

games, instruments or learning words in the 

in

colors, a national team jersey or 

traditional clothes. The event provided a 

platform for many of our English learners and 

heritage speakers a chance to shine and a 

platform to share their love of their culture. The 

joy and passion of these students was evident in 

the way they spoke and the booths that they 

prepared.  

High school students attended the festival with 

teachers who signed up in advance. There was a 

lot of demand to attend, and unfortunately, not 

all classes could go to the event. Yardley and 

Davoli wanted to keep the festival small because 

it was the first time running it, and a small event 

has a better chance of success. During each 

block, approximately 160 students came to the 

International Culture Fest. A student moderator 

kept the audience engaged by asking a few 

questions after each speaker. Those who 

answered earned a globe stress ball, and that 

encouraged more students to participate. When 

the attendees moved to the library from the 

large group instruction room, each student 

Students designed presentations to represent their country.
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received a beautiful passport designed by one 

of the student committees. As the participants 

traveled through the room, they collected a 

stamp from each table that they visited. At the 

end of the festival, students deposited their 

passports for a chance to win a prize.

Planning for the event began in August when 

Davoli and Yardley created an outline of what 

the International Culture Fest would include and 

a timeline for making it happen. Student 

meetings began in September, and students 

met every two weeks during Red Zone, 

classes begin. The students were divided into 

committees and worked on various aspects to 

prepare for the event, and many in the 

leadership team also hosted a booth. A grant 

from the Indian Valley Education Foundation, 

the non-profit organization that supports public 

education in Souderton Area School District, 

provided $1500 that allowed the group to 

purchase maps, flags, and supplies for the 

festival as well as provided money for students 

to buy ingredients to make food. The week 

leading up to the event was very busy with 

students gathering each morning to finish tri-

folds and prepare for the event. The group set 

up the event during two afternoons after school.

The International Culture Fest generated 

excitement, enthusiasm, and positive energy 

around the student leadership team, presenters, 

and cultural hosts. The high school principal 

remarked that it was one of the best curricular 

extension-learning events that he had seen at 

the high school. 

Students were the creators and focus of the 

event, and each individual or group designed 

their own display. Even though they had set 

deadlines for earlier in the week, some of the

work happened in the final hours before the 

event. Relying entirely on students to make an 

event work requires a lot of coordination, 

communication and trust, and the outcome is 

very powerful. The event was a huge success 

because it was created by students for students. 

However, the event would not have been the 

same without a strong teacher partnership. 

Yardley reflected that, “When I looked outside of 

the box, I found someone who was not in the 

World Languages department yet whose 

passion and energy for an international learning 

event matched mine and whose skills 

complemented mine. Together we created the 

framework that allowed our students to thrive, 

teach others, and ultimately learn with the 

world.” 

“…it was one of the best curricular 

extension-learning events that he 

had seen at the high school.”
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¡Buen viaje!: Creating an Immersive Flight 

Simulation Lesson
Nicholas Frank

Hershey High School

-

-

-
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Preparation & Materials

(

–

-

I

- )

Classroom setup simulating interior of plane.
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Frank checks boarding passes.
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Students pass through security.
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Observations from the Experience
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Checklist for Flight Simulation

Beforehand:

-

Day Before:

S

Day of Activity:

Student helpers pose with their lanyards.
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Reference Resources:

- - - - -

- - - -

- -

Activity Resources:

- -

-
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Thank you to all our authors, reviewers and 
PSMLA ExCo for their support of and 

contributions to this publication! 

To view previous issues of the 
Pennsylvania Language Forum, please 

visit our website

https://psmla. / 


