
PSMLA Annual Awards Presentation was held on Friday October 14 at the Ambassador Conference Center 
in Erie, PA.  We are honored to recognize the following organizations and PSMLA members: 

¶ Merit Awards:  Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh and Multicultural Community Research Center 
in Erie  

¶ Educator of the Year:  K-12 - Bob Hall, Fairview School District 

¶ Educator of the Year:  Post-Secondary - Dr. Alice Edwards, Mercyhurst University 

¶ Best of PA Session:  - Strive for a 5, Shannon Froelich and Bob Hall, Fairview School District 

PSMLA is happy to recognize  excellence! Congratulations to all! 

PSMLA 2016 Fall Conference in Erie, October 13-15 
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O F F I C E R S  

¶ Susanne Nimmrichter, 

President  

¶ Mina Levenson,           

First Vice -President  

¶ John Grande  

    Second Vice-President  

 

¶ Phyllis Rzodkiewicz, 

Secretary  

¶ Michael Bogdan,   

Treasurer  

¶   Jan Stewart,  

Immediate  Past -

President  

 

N E W S L E T T E R  E D I T O R : 

Christina Huhn 

PSMLA Awardees Honored  

THANK YOU to everyone who made this yearôs PSMLA confer-
ence a huge success!   

 It all started with an excellent pre-conference workshop 
conducted by Dr. Bonnie Adair-Hauck on Thursday on the 
Integrated Performance Assessment.   

We had many teachers and students from all over the state, 
Ohio, New York and beyond, representatives from 

Travel Companies and Technology Companies, 
opportunities to buy jewelry, a technology play-
ground, a winery tour and, of course, Language 
Lotto and the Silent Auction! 

There were many wonderful sessions, chances 
for networking, and catching up with long-

time colleagues. 

If you werenôt able to join us this year, see you at 
PSMLA 2017! 
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In Memoriam 

Welcome New ExCo Members! 

PSMLA Educator of the Year 
Award in 1981.  

Known to his students as Dr. P., 
was professor of Spanish at Cal-
ifornia University of Pennsylva-
nia from 1965-2004, where he 
was also chair of the Depart-
ment of Modern Languages. A 
talented and enthusiastic profes-
sor, Raldo inspired his students 
with his passion for Spanish  

Beyond teaching his undergrad-
uates, Raldo was a mentor who 
counseled his graduates as they 
went into the workplace or grad-
uate programs. Further, he en-
couraged his teacher candidates 

to become involved with pro-
fessional organizations such as 
PSMLA.  

Few people knew that Raldo 
served in World War II and was 
also a talented musician, having 
played the saxophone and clari-
net in two orchestras. He leaves 
behind a long legacy of students 
who studied Spanish and Span-
ish Education and whose lives 
are undoubtedly better for hav-
ing had Dr. P. as a professor. 
and mentor. He will be sorely 
missed and always remem-
bered.    Written by Dr. Eileen Glisan 

Dr. Iraldo 
("Raldo") O. 
Parascenzo, 
long-time 
member of 
PSMLA and 
former Execu-
tive Council 
member during 

the organization's early years, 
died on July 16, 2016, at the 
age of 90, in his home in Can-
onsburg.  

Raldo was President of PSMLA 
fRom 1974 to 1976 and a mem-
ber of Executive Council for 
over a decade. He received the 
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Jean M. Copeland - French (Secondary)  
 Jean has been teaching French since 1997, after careers in the Fashion and retail 
industries. She currently serves as the Department Chair for Mastermanôs World 
Language Department.  

Keith Corbitt, Ph.D.  (Spanish and Portuguese, West Chester Uni-
versity) Assistant Professor of Languages,  
Keith is currently the Supervisor of Teacher Education at West Chester University 
and has served as chaperone for teacher candidates at the PSMLA Conference.  He 
has also served on  the 2015 PSMLA conference committee, and supervised a ven-
dorôs booth while chaperoning 14 teacher candidates.    

Isabel Espino de Valdivia, Ph.D. - Spanish, Japanese (Secondary)  
 A native of Trujillo, Peru, Isabel teaches Japanese and Spanish at the Pittsburgh 
Public Schools and is a National Board Certified Teacher.  In addition, she is recipi-
ent of a number of grants to support her programs and has been a presenter at state, 
regional and national conferences. Isabel was named 2008 PSMLA Educator of the 
year, and s a member of the National Leadership Program for Japanese Teachers.  
 
Are you interested in becoming more involved in PSMLA?  

1. Please consider running for a 3 year term for Executive Council. Each fall, 
there are 3 vacancies on the Council for which up to 6 candidates may run. 

2. In addition, ExCo often needs volunteers to assist in various ways. The Act 48 
Representative uploads Act 48 credits to the PDE website for attendees of the 
conference and workshops but does not need to be an ExCo member. From time 
to time, similar opportunities present themselves. 

3. Submit articles and reports to the Forum for publication. 

4. Attend, help organize, or present at the fall conference or a local workshop.  

http://www.psmla.org

